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prevented people from applying their minds to the
actual facts, and from seeing that metaphysical
entities of that kind were utterly worthless when
they ceased to correspond to the wants and aspira-
tions of the peoples concerned. He could not, as he
said, draw up an indictment against a nation, be-
cause he could not see how such troubles as had
arisen between England and the Colonies were to be
decided by technical distinctions such as passed'
current at nisi prius, I am afraid that the mode of
reasoning condemned by Burke has not yet gone out
of fashion. I do not wish to draw down upon myself
the wrath of metaphysicians. I am perfectly willing
that they should go on amusing themselves by
attempting to deduce the first principles of morality
from abstract considerations of logical affirmation
and denial. But I will say this, that, in any case,
and whatever the ultimate meaning of right and
wrong, all political and social questions must be
discussed with a continual reference to experience,
to the contents as well as to the form of their meta-
physical concepts. It is, to my mind, quite as idle
to attempt to determine the value, say, of a political
theory by reasoning independent of the character and
circumstances of the nation and its constituent
members, as to solve a medical question by abstract
formulse, instead of by careful, prolonged, and search-